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FOREWORD 

There is no more vital problem with which 
the Christian has to deal than that of the efficacy 
of prayer, particularly in time of sickness. This 
question has been forced to the foreground of 
Christian thought in these days, by the enormous 
growth of organizations which make bodily heal- 
ing practically the centre of their religion. Cer- 
tainly it is the chief attraction in their teaching. 
Xhe situation is one of which the Church is com- 
pelled to take notice. First, because the healing 
is practised in the name of Christ, and it is 
claimed that Christ's methods are followed; sec- 
ondly, because many people have left the Church, 
and have discarded their belief in the Christian 
Sacraments, to adopt completely the doctrines of 
the new cults. 

The notice the Church must take may assume 
the form of criticism. That certain doctrines are 
heresies, and that certain teachings are illogical 
and fallacious, may easily be established. But 
such action has little or no effect ux>on the minds 
of those in the full enjoyment of a religion 
which is producing the physical and mental re- 
sults they desire. The action the Church must 
take, if she would hope to counteract, effectually. 
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the growth of the ^^new religion/' and stem her 
losses to it, should be a self-examination as to her 
failure to provide the benefits for which her 
children are leaving her; particularly because 
those benefits are supposed to constitute a part 
of her original possession. 

It is with the sincere hope that Christians, 
generally, may be inspired to move toward the 
recovery and realization of that possession — ^the 
sacred £rif t of healing, tiirough faith and prayer — 
that these pages are written. 



CHAPTER I 
Has the Power Been Withdrawn? 

That the power of healing all kinds of sick- 
ness was freely exercised by Our Lord and the 
Ai)ostles9 there is no question of doubt. Why 
that power appears to have been withdrawn from 
the Church, however, is one of the problems 
which often perplex believing Christians. To 
many, it seems to have continued awhile in the 
early Church, and then to have disappeared 
graduaUy in a multitude of miracles now looked 
upon as largely legendary, and the outcome of 
gross superstition. This seems further certain, 
because of the failure of the Catholic Church to 
preserve any office for healing. In the Boman 
Church, the office of Unction has been changed 
into a ceremony practically limited to the prep- 
aration of the soul for its departure. In the 
English Church, this office has been officially dis- 
carded. In the American Church, an effort to 
restore the office has failed. At the General Con- 
vention in 1910, a joint commission, appointed 
in 1907, reconunended the appointment of a new 
commission to frame a form for the administra- 
tion of Unction of the Sick, on the lines of the 
Scriptural and Catholic usage, avoiding any ap- 
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pearance of a Sacramental rite immediately pre- 
ceding death. The proposition was carried in 
the House of Bishops, but defeated in the House 
of Deputies, the clerical order voting favorably 
and the lay order adversely. 

In addition to this, the prayers printed in the 
office for the "Visitation of the Sick" in our 
Prayer Book, have long been serious obstacles in 
the revival of any method of healing by the 
Church, or her priests. They are not only de- 
pressing in tone, but positively harmful in many 
instances, where they distinctly declare to the 
patient that he is suffering under the "direct visi- 
tation" of the "hand of God." When a clergy- 
man of our Church is sent for, it is usually 
when all hope of a recovery has passed. His 
entrance into a home is usually an ominous sign, 
instead of a hopeful ona (This subject is 
treated more fully in a later chapter.) 

Some explain this apparent decay in the heal- 
ing office by saying that the gift was granted for 
the purpose of the establishment of the Church, 
just as Christ used it as a witness for the author- 
ity He claimed. Thus, as the Church became 
stronger, and multitudes were drawn to the faith 
without the exercise of this extraordinary gift, 
it was withdrawn by Our Lord, with the view that 
the whole attention should be centered upon the 
salvation of the soul. In this way, the functions 
of priests and ministers of the Church narrowed 
down to those duties which touched merely the 
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spiritual side of man's nature. This restriction 
has resulted in incalculable loss to the Church. 
As an organization, she has been operating only 
one-half of her powers, permitting to lie dormant 
that gift which Our Lord and His disciples used 
so continually in connection with the salvation of 
souls, and the drawing of men Godward. 

It is not the purpose of the writer to take up 
a discussion of the acts of healing of Our Lord, 
or even of His Apostles while He was with them 
in Person, but to consider the subject solely from 
the standpoint of the gift which He bestowed 
upon the Church, and its exercise by His fol- 
lowers after His departure, in body, from them. 
It is the most logical starting point We shall 
here find the gift exercised in its highest form — 
a form which may well serve as the type and 
name to which we may aspire. 

HEALING IN TflE EARLY CHURCH 

The first miracle of healing in the Christian 
Church is found in the opening of the third 
chapter of the Acts of * the Apostles. We have no 
clue as to the interval of time between Pentecost 
and the occurrence. It is likely that it followed 
very closely, as it comprises the first incident 
recorded after the narration of the organization 
of the Church. The scene is a very dramatic one. 
St. Peter and St. John come upon a crippled 
beggar at one of the gates of the temple. He is 
one of the regular paupers who are carried to 
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customary places each day, to ask alms of the 
people. He sees the two apostles about to enter 
the temple, and lifts up his voice for help. St. 
Peter fixes his gaze upon the man, and demands 
his full attention. There is a meaning in his 
command, "Look on us!" It is a moment of 
deepest scrutiny and keen spiritual analysis on 
the part of both disciples, and they are assured 
that the man has the capacity to respond to, and 
accept, the boon they are about to offer. St. 
Peter has gone to the root of the matter. The 
man does not crave alms alone. The small daily 
sums serve but to perpetuate his indigence. He 
craves, rather, a release from his physical con- 
dition, which would lift him from his pauper 
state. Although this longing may not have been 
expressed in the appeal, it certainly is revealed 
to the mind of the Apostle. His words amply 
prove this : — 

"Silver and gold have I none; but such as I 
have give I thee : In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk." 

He pronounces the Sacred Name ; he lifts him 
by the hands; the miracle is wrought, and the 
man is made whole. 

This was the first act of spiritual healing per- 
formed in the Christian Church, and it is partic- 
ularly significant that the first act of the man 
was to enter the temple with the apostles, and to 
engage in the praise of God. 

This healing was wrought by the use of the 
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sacred name in full. St. Peter was familiar with 
it; the title, "Jesus of Nazareth/' had formed 
part of the inscription on the cross, and he had 
used it in his Pentecostal sermon (Acts ii:22). 
But it was not merely the use of the sacred name 
that made the miracle possible. It was, first of 
all, the possession of that Person named; i.e., the 
spiritual influence and power of that Person as 
far as it could be transmitted through human 
agency. The use of the name as a mere magic 
formula would have been of no value, even to St. 
Peter. He possessed Christ; he had made Jesus 
of Nazareth his own, and so he could say, "Such 
as I have, give I thee." It was that priceless 
boon which he had that he bestowed upon the 
cripple. 

THE HUMILITY 

Considerable excitement was aroused in the 
vicinity of the temple by the miracle. The peo- 
ple crowded about the man and the apostles, 
wondering greatly, and attributing the mysteri- 
ous force to the apostles. St. Peter refused to 
permit this idea to take root in the minds of 
any. "Why look ye so earnestly on us," he said, 
"as though by our own power or holiness we had 
made this man to walk?" Thus he turned the 
attention of all directly back to the source of 
that Power. He declared himseK but the human 
agent of that Power. Rather than inspiring him 
with any feeling of pride, the great truth had 
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imparted to him. a deep sense of humility. And 
so humility must ever accompany the true pos- 
session of Christ. 

WITNESSING 

A third and final feature of the miracle is 
the "witnessing" which follows the incident. The 
expression of humility seems hut to prepare the 
way for this. The attention that is directed to 
Jesus of Nazareth, as the Source of Power, is 
maintained, and the character of that Person is 
expounded. "Whereof we are witnesses," he says, 
"and HIS NAME, through faith in His name, hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know." 
Then he calls them to repentance, that they, too, 
may share the power and joys which come 
through the possession of Christ. They witness 
further by suffering arrest for their preaching; 
they witness in their defence, repeating their 
former contention: "That by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, . . . doth 
this man stand before you whole" (Acts iv. 10). 
Finally, he concludes, summing up all he has 
said, and extending a message which embraces 
the whole man, body and soul: "Neither is there 
salvation in any other; for there is none other 
name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved" (Acts iv. 12). 

The reader will be amply repaid by a close 
perusal of the two chapters, with reference to 
the apostles' insistence upon the power of the 
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name, "jesus christ op nazareth." This, in- 
deed, seems to have been the chief offence in the 
eyes of the rulers; for, after their arrest and ex- 
amination, they were threatened and commanded 
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of jesus 
(Acts iv. 17-18). This admonition they rejected, 
and we find the offensive phrase boldly set forth 
in the centre of their prayer of thanksgiving, 
offered upon their release : "While Thou stretch- 
est forth Thine hands to heal; and that signs and 
wonders may be done by the name of Thy holy 
Child Jesus." 

It is recorded twice again as being used by 
St. Peter in healing, and in absolution (Acts ix. 
34, and x. 34). That it was used in every in- 
stance there can hardly be any doubt, for it is 
mentioned definitely in conjunction with the 
practice of anointing, which was one of the first 
universal customs of the Church in cases of 
illness: "And let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the name of the Lord" (St. 
James v. 14). 

ST. Paul's use op the name 

The use of the name by St. Paul is most 
marked. In his account of his conversion, before 
the Jewish rabble, he states that the voice said 
to him: "I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom thou 
persecutest." 

The identification of the early Christians as 
being particularly associated with the name is 
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clearly shown in an opening of the trial of St. 
Paul before Felix. The i)ersecutor, TertuUus, 
charges him with being a mover of sedition 
among all the Jews throughout the worlds and a 
"ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes"( Acts 
xxiv. 6). 

In the defense before Agrippa, he reveals the 
attitude of the persecutors of the first Christians 
when he acknowledges: "I verily thought with 
myself that I ought to do many things contrary 
to the NAME of Jesus of Nazareth" (Acts xxvi. 
9). Does not this imply very clearly that the 
disciples were living and acting in and by the 
power of that name? 

In the account of St. Paul's first miracle of 
healing, no record is given of the use of the name> 
but with his constantly reiterated profession of 
allegiance to and love of the name^ it is incon- 
ceivable to think he did not use it. There is an 
interesting parallel between this miracle and the 
one performed by St. Peter. A cripple is the 
patient in each case. After the manner of St. ' 
Peter and St. John, St. Paul and St. Barnabas 
refuse all the honor the people desire to bestow 
upon them for the act, and, with professions of 
humility, begin to preach the Gospel to them 
(Acts xiv. 16). In only one instance is St. Paul 
recorded as using the name. That is in the heal- 
ing of the young Pythoness (Acts xvi. 18). 

There is immistakable evidence, however. 
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that it was constantly used in all his works of 
healing, and the testimony is all the more valu- 
able and conclusive because of its indirect na- 
ture. Immediately following the record of a 
large number of miracles by St Paul (Acts xix. 
11-21), the writer says: 

"Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, 
took upon them to call over them which had evil 
spirits, the name of the lord jesus, saying: ^e 
adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth.' " 

This was unquestionably an effort upon the 
part of their professional healers to imitate the 
formula spoken by St. Paul with the hope that, 
through its utterance, they, too, might accom- 
plish similar wonders. The miserable failure of 
the attempt demonstrates the inefficacy of the 
name if used unworthily, or with a view toward 
self -glory or gain; for these professional ex- 
orcists claimed a personal power, and charged 
regular fees for their woi^. This incident stands 
out clearly as the first great warning against 
trifling with so grave a profession, and presum- 
ing to use the name as a mere formula. 

It further demonstrates the utter futility of 
the utterance of that name by any save those 
who personally possess the power that lies behind 
that name — ^the power that is obtained only by 
complete self-surrender to the bearer of that 
name, Jesus of Nazareth. 
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THE HEALING POWER NOT WITHDRAWN 

Wherever that self-surrender is complete^ 
there is little question as to the reality of the 
power. It is therefore an unwarranted excuse 
to say the gift of healing has been withdrawn. 
One might as well say the power of faith has 
been withdrawn. Devout men and women to-day 
are proving that such is not the case, and be- 
cause of the neglect of the Church, and the re- 
fusal of many ecclesiastics to make a place for 
the exercise of the gift, it has been considered 
lost by one class of Church people; while, on the 
other hand, many have left the Church, seeking 
it in their need, and have become involved in an 
extreme sect, which makes the healing of the 
body the very centre of its religion. Such persons 
are suffering losses which always penalize extreme 
movements. Among these losses are the Sacra- 
ments, upon which Our Lord, in no uncertain 
terms, placed such great value. There is also the 
loss of the ministry to the poor and ignorant; 
for the cults of "Christian Science" and "New 
Thought" are largely esoteric. 

A great chasm has been formed during the 
past few years between those who have become 
infatuated with the power of faith in adjusting 
bodily ailments, and those who designate such 
thought as foreign to the teaching of the Chris- 
tian religion, and relegate it to a department of 
hypnotism more or less Satanic in its origin. 
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And the fault lies entirely within the Church. 
Many of the votaries of Christian Science have 
found a relief, mentally and physically, which 
the Church could have bestowed, but did not. 
Some of tiie reported cures of this cult are pa- 
thetic in the self-deception they reveal, and one 
may feel that it approaches blasphemy to con- 
duct certain obviously secular and purely mental 
exercises in the name of Christ; but there does 
emerge, here and there, a genuine cure, accom- 
panied by the transformation in character which 
always occurs when one has achieved the mastery 
over an evil habit or an abnormal appetite, 
either for liquor or drugs. 

Evil habits and abnormal appetites, in their 
innumerable varieties, create mental unhappi- 
ness, bodily sickness, and sin in the world. If 
the Church has no battle with sin, she has no 
battle at alL It is not sufficient that she merely 
pronoimces pardon. It is her plain duty to go to 
the root of the matter, seek out the cause of sin, 
and then inaugurate an intelligent endeavor to 
eradicate it. A besetting sin may be overcome, 
a whole life may be changed by a little education 
of the will. Christianity began with attention 
to the needs of the whole man, and modem 
Christianity can not nonchalantly state that there 
has been a change, and that the one great duty 
is to care for the soul of man and instruct him 
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in the proper belief. Wherever the Church takes 
that position she fails in her great mission, and 
her loss during the past decade has been enor- 
mous. With her lethargy on the subject it is 
remarkable that the losses have not been greater. 

"A religion that ignores the physical effects 
of the spirit — ^health, that is to say — and the 
spiritual element in healing, is clearly not com- 
mensurate with the Christianity of Christ. It 
is defective, just as a religion that ignores the 
brotherhood of man is defective. The wonder, 
indeed, is, not that religion has so weak a hold 
upon the people, but that it has retained any 
hold at all, seeing that it has been so ill-armed" 
Body and Soul (Dearmer). 

This unanswerable statement is further 
strengthened by the author in. his answers to 
those who would plead a change in Christianity : 
"Christianity is either a steady growth of spirit- 
ual energy through the ages, or it is a delusion. 
If we can only look back regretfully at supposed 
^ages of faith,' and confess its present impotence, 
it is not the religion of God, the Creator. It has 
either gone forward, or it has died; and nothing 
is more impossible to our minds to-day than the 
familiar Protestant notion that miracles sud- 
denly stopped at the end of the period covered 
by the Bible, and that later wonders are super- 
stition." 
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OBSTACLES FOR THE INTELLECTUAL 

Until a few years ago, the intellectual world 
looked upon the miracles of healing as com- 
prising largely a mass of imposture, invented by 
a crafty priesthood to support their claim of 
magic power, or of virtue of an alleged relic, or 
as incidents reported by enthusiastic devotees, 
who might have been sincere, but who were self- 
deceived. Such an asi)ect was maintained as 
being a necessary and vital part of the religion 
of the ignorant and superstitious. Small sects, 
which rose up outside of the Church from time 
to time with messages of faith healing, were con- 
sidered expressions of unsettled mentality, and 
were condescendingly tolerated as a harmless 
form of lunacy. 

In answer to this it may be truly said that 
there does exist a large number of legends so 
puerile in character that they should forever be 
separated from anything that approaches Chris- 
tian teaching; again, that there has been little 
question as to the insanity of some who carried 
these faith-curing ideas beyond the bounds of 
common sense; but there is much that is true in 
the records of the Church; much that is true in 
the results which certain great faith healers have 
produced. 

The eye of faith is able to trace an unhroJcen 
expression of the gift of healing in the name of 
Christ and through faith in Him, from the time 
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of the apostles to the present day. The faithful 
Christian has no place in his mind for the heresy 
that the days of miracles of healing are past. 

During the past few years this belief has been 
greatly strengthened by the unusual support 
given to it by the purely intellectual world. Stu- 
dents of psychology have accepted the great fact 
of the "miracles of healing," to the extent that 
in many quarters it is being over-emphasized. 
Science no longer sneers at these phenomena as 
ridiculous, but obligingly endeavors to show 
us how easily possible it is to produce them. The 
scientific world finds itself to-day bearing out 
the dictum of the great theologian, St. Augus- 
tine, who said: "Miracles are not contrary to 
nature, but only contrary to what we know about 
nature.'' As science has discovered new truths 
about nature, she has ruthlessly stripped from 
them all idea of religion, and relegated Jesus of 
Nazareth to a mere mental healer. She has al- 
ready forgotten her fine scare over the "credu- 
lous" and "superstitious," and has invaded the 
field with such vigor that it is not unlikely that 
she will look askance at religion a few years 
hence for operating in any element which is so 
completely a scientific possession. In spite of 
this splendid corroboration of one of the funda- 
mental truths, the Church, as an organization, 
remains motionless. 
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MENTAL THERAPY VS. SPIRITUAL HEALING 

But Faith is still in the lead. As Faith leads 
science to the acknowledgement of mental and 
faith healing, so she leads now in her hold upon 
the supernatural, which Science still refuses to 
accept. Science would explain the use of faith in 
healing hy the power of suggestion, hypnotism, 
the influence of a strong will upon the sub- 
conscious, etc.; but Faith claims that power to 
be higher than that of one human will working 
upon another. The human will may be used as 
an instrument, but the power is that of a super- 
natural Christ. This is just what differentiates 
Mental Therapy from iSpiritual Healing. In 
many particulars they are alike, but one is men- 
tal and mental only; the other is mental and 
spiritual. 

One aims to produce a healthy body and a 
healthy mind; this accomplished, the object is 
attained. The other aims to produce a healthy 
body and a healthy mind; and a new spiritual 
character — a whole new man, body and soul, with 
the emphasis on the soul. 

These will be forever the marks of difference 
between scientific healing and spiritual healing; 
and, if ever Science attempts to explain the phe- 
nomena that accompany spiritual healing, she 
must do it in terms which include a supernatural 
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Christ and the potency which He bestows upon 
all who seek Him aright. 

There will be still further marks to distin- 
guish between the two aspects of healing. While 
many good Christians may practise mental heal- 
ing professionally, as they do medicine (and it 
is joyous to see many physicians making the 
change from drugs and bromides to suggestion 
and hypnotism), the spiritual healer will b^se 
no claim ux>on his own personal power, or his 
knowledge of therapeutics and psychology, ex- 
tensive though they may be. He may use them 
as subordinate agencies; he may inspire some 
patients to strong will control, but he will draw 
his impetus from his faith in the name of ''Jesus 
of Nazareth," and his belief in his possession of 
that power; his capacity to appropriate it, and 
to bestow it upon others who will receive it. 
He is certain of the possession of a power which 
he, in turn, is able to transmit. 

Secondly, the spiritual healer is filled with 
the deepest humility in the exercise of his gift, 
and particularly when the results appear most 
extraordinary. He realizes then, more keenly 
than ever, the great mystery of Christ acting in 
and through him. His gratitude for being used 
so obviously as a vessel of this power, is sufficient 
to comx)el him to ascribe all honor to Him. With 
the realization of this vision, he cannot but wit- 
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ness to the vitalizing power of a living Jesus of 
Nazareth^ and endeavor to draw others to the 
fulness of his joy. 

Still a final point, which demands serious 
consideration; i.e., the stipulated charges and 
really exorbitant fees as compared with the gift 
bestowed without a price mark. 

"Silver and gold have I none," said the apos- 
tle. And all who practise healing in true faith 
need make no stipulated charge, for they will be 
amply supported by that power they possess. 
How different the many healers to-day, who have 
their graded prices for office visits, house visits, 
day calls, night calls and absent treatments, per 
number and per minute! 

To all those who participate in spiritual heal- 
ing, either as patient or healer, no further guide 
is needed than that which may be found in St. 
Paul's words to the Corinthians (2 Cor. x. 6), in 
that section which begins: "He which soweth 
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully''; 
and concludes with the exclamation : "Thanks be 
to God for His unspeakable gift." Where true 
faith exists there will be little concern on the 
subject. The believing patient will make offer- 
ings according to the measure of his faith; the 
beUeving minister will receive remuneration suffi- 
cient for his needs. 
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SPIRITUAL HEALING UNIQUE 

Spiritual healing must ever remain in a niche 
or category by itself, no matter how it be imi- 
tated or abused. It must ever have for its basis 
the use of the Holy Name, "Jesus of Nazareth," 
and the faith in the power of that name. It is 
not a department of medicine, or even an aspect 
of theology. It is the full expression of the 
true Christian religion, and anything less is the 
Christian religion emasculated. Psychology and 
mental therapy may enter into it, just as physi- 
ology and anatomy and all that has to do with 
physical man must be considered ; but that is only 
one-half. The object in exercising the power of 
the Name is not merely to effect a relief in bodily 
disorder, but to produce a perfect adjustment of 
body and soul. The soul of man must be included, 
and a method of healing which does not embrace 
that part of man is partial. It may be a religion 
of this world only, a religion of complacent con- 
tent, a religion of health, but it is not the Chris- 
tian religion. If we call it the Christian relig- 
ion, we must maintain a belief in that super- 
natural Person, and a belief in the permanence 
of the great power He demonstrated to the world, 
bestowed upon His followers, and placed within 
the grasp of man. 

One might say we were reading into this ex- 
position, ideas which do not belong there; for 
nothing was said about the soul of the cripple 
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who was healed. Something of this nature, how- 
ever, is very definitely implied when we read 
that he at once entered into the temple with the 
apostles, and the people saw him walking and 
"praising God." 

Further, it must be recognized that this in- 
cident is not the record of the act of a band of 
professional healers, but of a company of men 
who went about preaching the Oospel. They 
were men who had forsaken all to witness for 
God their belief in His Son, and to convert the 
world to Him. They were on their way to prayer, 
when the incident occurred. The book from 
which the incident is taken is not a medical 
treatise or a "Guide to Health," but the record 
of men engaged in extending a supernatural re- 
ligion, mainly by preaching and martyrdom. The 
healing that was practised was incidental ; it was 
never given first place. But it was never neg- 
lected, and it was always used with a view toward 
attaining higher ends, and witnessing for the 
power of the Name that was preached. 

To deny the objective power of that name to- 
day is to deny the continued existence of Christ, 
and to remove from the Oospel all His promises 
of future guidance and care. 

"For where two or three are gathered together 
in My name, there am I in the midst of them" 
(St. Matthew xviii. 20) ; "And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son" (St. John 
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xiv. 13); and, "Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world." 

To deny the power of that Name, subjectively, 
to-day, is to deny that m6n and women are capa- 
hie of possessing a faith equal to that of the early 
disciples. Secular history clearly refutes such 
denial. No age has heen without its saints equal 
in faith and zeal to the early Christians. 

If, then, we have the capacity for that faith, 
we will have the capacity to exercise the power 
of healing, according to the measure of that 
faith, as occasion requires. Such faith will make 
our Christian religion vital and real, and will 
restore it to its former strength and joyousness, 
physically, mentally, and spiritually. Chris- 
tianity will mean more to the world that it has 
for many centuries. 

If we have that faith we shall have that 
power, and if we possess that power, we shall be 
able to bestow it with great joy, but in deep 
humility. We, too, shall be able to say, "Such 
as I have I give unto thee." We cannot really 
give what we do not possess. 

But in using that IN'ame, one must ever bear 
in mind its all-embracing scope with regard to 
the welfare of man. Mere bodily healing alone, 
no matter how desirable, no matter how success- 
ful, is incomplete. The whole man is to be in- 
cluded — body and soul. When this object is kept 
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in view, then the work of the Lord will be accom- 
plished. St. Peter, in summing up his defence, 
sets the guide for Christians to follow: 

"Neither is salvation in any other; for there 
is none other Name under Heaven, given among 
men, whereby we must be saved." 

Salvation, in the highest sense, has nowhere 
been described as a jstate of bodily comfort, 
soothed by a vague pantheism, but consists in 
the recognition of a living soul, surrendered to a 
living Lord — ^by name, one Jesus of Nazareth. 



CHAPTER II 

An Attack from Within the Church 

A much more serious aspect has been given 
to the subject by the publication of an article, 
"Must Protestantism Adopt Christian Science?" 
in the North American Review for December, 
1913. It is signed "By a Churchman." The 
editor states: "The author of this article is a 
priest in the Protestant Episcopal Church." 
This essay constitutes the most damaging indict- 
ment that has been written against the Christian 
Church at large in a generation. Coming from 
the pen of a priest, who severely criticises our 
failure to treat the souls and bodies of our peo- 
ple, and praises, without stint, the great successes 
of Christian Science, this article will be accepted 
by people outside of Christian bodies as a mag- 
nificent confession of weakness. To many within 
the Church, who are longing for the peace of 
mind, release from evil habits, and mental equi- 
librium, which the average priest or minister 
seems to be unable to bestow, and which Chris- 
tian Science healers promise, this article will 
have the effect of deciding the question of an 
entrance into the "ITew religion." The value of 
the article, as an excellent campaign document. 
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is seen by the fact that it is being given a large 
free distribution, in reprinted form, by the Pub- 
lication Conunittee of the Christian Science 
body. 

It is unfortunate that a priest who is able to 
set forth so clearly the failure of the Church, 
has nothing more to offer as a remedy than the 
adoption of Christian Science methods, and the 
interpretation of the Bible by that sect. 

A clergyman in answering the article sug- 
gested that the Church's failure was due to the 
"failure of her priests to realize the full extent 
of their priesthood, and the full extent of their 
creed." That he goes to the heart of the ques- 
tion is true; yet the priests and ministers of the 
Church in general are not so much to blame as 
the school of false theology in which they were 
raised, and the erroneous doctrinal teaching con- 
tained in the Prayer Book, which is placed in 
their hands as the authorized voice of the Church 
upon the subject of health and prayers for the 
sick. 

OBSTACLES IN THE PRAYER BOOK 

As it stands to-day, the "Order for the Visita- 
tion of the Sick" is a blemish in our book; and 
it is a distinct harm to our Church to retain 
such cruel and utterly false doctrines concerning 
sickness and disease. The introduction is ar- 
chaic, and so ceremonial as to be useless. The 
second prayer contains the words : "Sanctify, we 
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beseech Thee, this Thy fatherly correction to 
him." There are many diseases and much sick- 
ness that come to us in a way that they cannot 
be attributed to "Fatherly correction." The con- 
clusion of that prayer neutralizes all that has 
gone before, by turning the thoughts of the pa- 
tient toward the possibility of non-recovery, in- 
stead of filling him with hope for a recovery. 
There is no thought for the value of the mind as 
a great factor in healing bodily disease, nor for 
real faith in spiritual healing. On the contrary, 
both are practically blocked and discountenanced 
by the assertion of erroneous statements. 

In the third prayer, the minister is told to 
say : "Know you certainly that it is God's visita- 
tion." This thought is carried out persistently 
through this prayer in a most barbarous manner. 
Few priests would care to use that prayer to-day 
excepting upon a patient, who, by virtue of wil- 
ful sin, had brought a particular disease upon 
himself. Even then the prayer would have to 
be amended at the clause where it is stated that 
the sickness had been sent to try the patience 
of the sufferer for the "example of others." 

The exhortation which follows on page 283, 
opens with the same distorted idea, in which the 
patient is urged to "take in good part the chas- 
tisement of the Lord." Then, to illustrate this 
most unhappy and incredible doctrine, and give it 
the weight of Scriptural authority, five verses 
from the twelfth chapter of the Epistle to the 
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Hebrews are quoted, beginning with the familiar 
phrase, "Whom the Lord loveth He ehasteneth, 
and scourgeth every son whom He reeeivetL" 
This quotation here results in a very serious 
misinterpretation of Holy Writ; for only by 
ruthlessly wrenching it from its context, could 
it be applied to any case of bodily disease. The 
writer certainly does not so intend it. He is 
referring to the Christian life, and the persecu- 
tions and trials which the true Christian will 
have to bear from unbelievers, and by virtue of 
his Christian position. The word "chastening" 
means discipline, training, or education. Practi- 
cally all commentators are agreed upon this inter- 
pretation, and this meaning should be borne in 
mind throughout the entire section. The appli- 
cation of this passage here, therefore, is totally 
unwarranted. The doctrine taken from it does 
not exist there, nor can it be found in any teach- 
ing of our Lord. 

After having the Scripture erroneously inter- 
preted to him, the patient is further exhorted to 
**bear with thanksgiving our Heavenly Father's 
correction, whensoever by any manner of adver- 
sity it shall please His gracious goodness to visit 
us." Again on the following page (284), he is 
supposed to have read to him: "so truly our way 
to eternal joy is to suffer here with Christ." This 
is another distortion of Scripture, because the 
suffering does not mean, and never did mean, 
bodily sickness. Christ suffered, but not with 
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physical disease. He went about cleansing and 
healing all manner of diseases. His suffering 
was due to disappointment in men, sorrow over 
the hardness of their hearts and blindness, and 
the anguish He bore at the hands of His friends 
in betrayal and rejection. Even a brief study on 
this subject, pursued sincerely with an open 
mind, will be found to be wonderfully illumi- 
nating. 

In the prayer "For a Sick Person" (page 42), 
so often used in our Church, the element of faith 
has little part Rather it is stifled by the con- 
cluding sentence: "Or else give him grace so to 
take Thy visitation, that, after this painful life 
is ended, he may dwell with Thee in life ever- 
lasting." Both the minister and congregation 
may feel comfortable in conscience in that they 
have prayed for the sick, and whichever way it 
goes they are on the safe side. There is no call 
upon either the petitioner or the patient for an 
exercise of real faith or hopefulness. 

In the companion prayer, "For a Person Un- 
der Affliction," it is incredible to many how think- 
ing ministers can read of Qod: "In Thy wisdom 
Thou hast seen fit to visit him with trouble, and 
to bring distress upon him." 

These unfortunate doctrines are not by any 
means confined to the English Prayer Book. They 
occur in the printed prayers used by many of 
the sectarian bodies, and I have never heard an 
extempore prayer offered in time of sickness, or 
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at a funeral by Protestant miniaters, which did 
not contain all our extreme statements of 
"Fatherly correction,* "Divine chastisement," 
"Afflictive dispensation," etc., enumerated above, 
and even more serious offences against the good- 
ness of God and His attitude toward men as re- 
vealed by His Son. 

SIMILAR CRITICISM IN ENGLAND 

These observations are not arbitrary or hasty 
conclusions, but the result of much serious 
thought and experience. To some they will seem 
rather revolutionary, and of the nature of an at- 
tack upon long cherished doctrines. They are 
frankly that, for, to modem Christian thinkers, 
these doctrines are obviously untrue, and relics 
of a period of distorted Christianity. They are 
utterly at variance with the teaching of our Lord; 
and the ideas inculcated in them are largely re- 
sponsible for the loss of faith in prayer in cases 
of illness among our communicants, and church 
people generally. 

This position will not appear so radical to 
many when it is known that a body so conserva- 
tive as the Lambeth Conference sustains it. The 
following is taken from the report and recom- 
mendations of the conmiittee on the subjects of 
mental and spiritual healing: 

"The Committee believes that sickness and 
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disease are in one aspect a breach in the harmony 
of the Divine purpose, not only analogous to, 
but sometimes at least caused by, want of moral 
harmony with the Divine will; and that this 
restoration of harmony in mind and wiU often 
brings with it the restoration of harmony of the 
body. It believes that sickness has too often ex- 
clusively been regarded as a cross to be borne 
with passive resignation, whereas it should have 
been regarded rather as a weakness to be over- 
come by the power of the Spirit, 

"The Committee believes that the Church pos- 
sesses in the teaching of the doctrine of the In- 
carnation the message which our age requires — 
viz., that the whole of creation is included in the 
work of Redemption, and that the body, no less 
than the spirit, of man received the eternal bene- 
diction of the Lord when He took our nature 
upon Him. 

"The Committee believes also that the full 
potency of corporate intercession has been too 
little realized, and that the confidence in the 
efficacy of prayer for restoration to health has 
not been sufficiently encouraged." 

This section concludes with the suggestion 
for "the addition to the office for the visitation 
of the sick of more hopeful petitions for the 
restoration of health," and that such petitions 
"may fitly be accompanied by the apostolic act of 
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the laying-on of hands." It would seem that 
nothing more could be desired by hopeful reform- 
ers of this part of the Prayer Book. 

Yet, notwithstanding the unusual proposals 
so necessary to the life of the Church, the Com- 
mittee neutralizes their suggestions by taking a 
negative position on the question of anointing. 
In Section V. of the report they state: "We do 
not recommend the authorization of the anoint- 
ing of the sick as a rite of the Church. On the 
other hand, we do not wish to forbid all recourse 
to a practice which, as we are informed, has been 
carried out by many persons^ both clerical and 
lay, within and without our communion." An 
excellent criticism of this section is to be found 
in the Essay on "Spiritual Healing," by the Kev. 
C. li. Eeade, an English clergyman. 

In the American Church the sentiment for a 
change is equally marked, and is growing rapidly 
in strength. A Committee on Revision of the 
Prayer Book was appointed at the last General 
Convention (1913), to report recommendations in 
1916. This subject will receive much attention. 
One of the Episcopal members of Commission 
has written that "the visitation office might well 
be taken from the Prayer Book, corrected, and 
made part of an authorized book of offices." 
(Nothing official can be set forth until 1919, or 
perhaps 1922, so carefully guarded is the pro- 
cedure for changing anything in the Prayer 
Book.) 
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LOSSES TO CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 

Many rectors of our Church have complained 
to me the loss of communicants to Christian 
Science, and I have often suggested to them 
that, if they had offered prayer in real faith, and 
suita'hle prayers in time of sickness, they would 
not have sustained the losses. One rector came 
to me for advice in the case of a man who had 
gone into Science. The man stated that, in the 
new religion, he had been saved from a very bad 
habit (drunkenness), and he thought he would 
remain in that body where he had been so greatly 
benefited, morally and physically. I asked the 
rector if he knew of the habit while the man was 
still a Churchman. He said he did, but he could 
not do anything with it, A healer had applied 
a little mental therapy to this man, strengthened 
his will, and enabled him to secure self control. 
•A blessing and a benefit had been conferred, in 
which the official representative of the Church 
had had no part. Needless to say, he could not 
regain his lost communicant. 

The patient in this case had a weakened, prob- 
ably a diseased, mind, leading him continually 
into bodily suffering and sin. To say the Chui;ch 
has no real active part to take in such cases, is 
to deny the very elements of common Chris- 
tianity. 

There are few parishes where we may not 
find among the Communicants many people who 
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are burdened with similar habits and vices, 
harmful to themselves, the Church and the com- 
munity. They appear to be trying to be regular 
Church members, but their failure is so recurrent 
that it becomes commonplace, and is recognized 
generally as an accepted fact. The rector may 
admonish the person severely, on one hand, or 
treat him with great "charity" on the other. 
The fact stands out that the Church is doing 
little for him. He may think he is trying to 
overcome his habit, but he is fighting "as one 
that beateth the. air." 

So many such people pray (1) without faith, 
and (2) without guidance, and subsequent use of 
common sense, and (3) without real conscious 
effort to discipline the will. Thus they fail to 
receive benefit in sickness, or to overcome the bad 
habit. They naturally attribute it to God's fail- 
ure to answer prayer in their particular case. 
The result is a loss of faith in Church, Sacra- 
ments and Prayer. Such persons find relief and 
help from Science healers, simply through meth- 
ods enumerated above. However vague the Chris- 
tian Science theology may be, the treatment af- 
fecting body and mind, and general character, is 
refreshingly sensible, and does produce excellent 
material results. By neglect of these elementary 
principles of psychology and common sense, the 
Cluirch is losing opportunities and souls. By 
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their use Christian Science is obtaining increas- 
ing numbers of satisfied adherents. Nor does 
the Church offer, to counteract this attraction, 
an exercise of the apostolic gift of healing. 



CHAPTER III 
Heaung Without the Prayer Book 

It is encouraging to be able to present an in- 
cident which reveals a state of mind within the 
Churchy exactly the opposite of that related in 
the previous chapter. The reader may realize its 
unique value, and its important bearing upon the 
subject, when it is known that it is not a case 
long treasured by the writer to support his theory 
or emphasize his recommendations, but was en- 
countered in the ordinary course of outside read- 
ing, while this essay was in course of prepara- 
tion. It is taken verbatim from the March 
(1914) number of The Spirit of Missions, and 
was written by one of our missionary priests 
laboring in Japan. It is entitled: "The Prayer 
of Faith.'^ The concluding incident is as fol- 
lows: 

"Some time ago Murako was taken sick. She 
had, I believe, a sort of combination of bronchi- 
tis, pleurisy, pneumonia, and a few other things. 
She grew steadily worse. The doctor, a good 
Boman Catholic, said he could do no more; that, 
humanly speaking, there was no hope; God alone 
could help her. 

"I arrived that day to find the husband alone 
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in his little tailor-shop. He was attemptiD^ no 
work, but sat quietly reading his Bible. 

" *Do you know what St. James says in his 
last chapter V 

" '1 do/ said I. 

"'Did he mean it?' he asked again. 

" 'He did 1' said I. 

" 'Will you anoint my wife V 

"'I wilir 

" 'When V 

" 'To-morrow morning.' " 

"With that I sped to Tokyo to find the Bishop, 
the Prayer Book having failed me. He, fortun- 
ately, had an appropriate prayer, which Rev. Mr. 
Kobayashi kindly translated into Japanese for 
me. The next morning, before she received the 
sacrament, we prayed over her, anointing her 
with oil. 

"The first time she went out was to service 
on Easter Day — a true Eucharist. She is as 
strong to-day as ever in her life. 

"The Eoman doctor stoutly maintains it a 
miracle, and this American priest has heard no 
better word suggested to describe Murako's re- 
covery." 

Could a true Christian ask for a more definite 
exposition of faith on the part of a believer? 
Could we ask for a nobler and truer response on 
the part of a priest? With no help from his 
Church, ofiicially, ("the Prayer Book having 
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failed me,") he recognized the supreme demand 
for the exercise of a sacred ceremony or custom^ 
practised in the early Church, and resting upon 
Divine Scripture for its authority. From his 
Bishop he received sympathy and apostolic sup- 
port; and thus, by virtue of two faithful minis- 
ters, the Catholic Church was enabled to witness 
Her power, and bestow the benefit of this gift to 
a poor heathen convert, twenty centuries after 
that gift had been imparted to Her. 

The Scriptural passage which inspired the 
faith of the Oriental Christian is found in St. 
James v. 14, 16. 

"Is any sick among you? let him call the 
elders of the Church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord: 

"And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him." 

No one can say that the application of this 
passage should be confined to the satisfaction 
and proving of the faith of new Christians in 
missionary fields. It is a happy fact that such is 
not the case, and that there are certain Bishops 
and priests in the United States, and in the 
Church of England, who earnestly believe, and 
who faithfully practise, the anointing with oil, 
and use special prayers for bodily healing, when- 
ever the opportunity is presented. Occasionally 
a striking proof of this is brought to public at- 
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tention. Only a year ago a scene was enacted in 
the heart of London, which parallels in beauty 
any incident in the early Church. It was con- 
sidered of such importance that it was cabled to 
all parts of the world. All of the New York 
newspapers published an account of it. The fol- 
lowing is taken from The Times: 

BISHOP HEALS BY PRAYER 

The Rt Rev. A. F. Winnington Ingram, 
Bishop of London, has just made public the fol- 
lowing remarkable experience: 

In the course of his mission at St. Paul's 
Church, Knightsbridge, he received a letter from 
a mother about her daughter, who was lying ser- 
iously ill from a nervous breakdown. The girl 
had heard the Bishop preach before she became 
ill, and begged her mother to send him a request 
for prayer. "We are told by St. James," wrote 
the mother, "to send for the elders of the Church, 
who will anoint the sick with oil, and the prayer 
of faith will save the sick." 

The Bishop's narrative of what followed is 
thus reported in the Guardian, a Church paper: 

"Within twenty minutes I was in the room. 
The poor little child had been raving and shriek- 
ing during the afternoon. At first it seemed al- 
most unlikely that it would be possible, without 
frightening her, to pray for her and carry out 
the directions of St. James; but this extraordi- 
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nary thing happened: As I went into the room I 
said: 'Do you know me, dear?' *Yes/ she said, 
and slipped her hand into mine. She had not 
slept for a long time. With the mother and nurse 
I knelt by her bed. We had two prayers; then I 
anointed her forehead with oil, prayed for a 
blessing on it, placed my hand upon her head 
and gave her my blessing. At that moment she 
sank back into a deep sleep, slept for hours dur- 
ing the night> and — thank God! — ^if it be His 
good pleasure, she is now on the highway to re- 
covery. 

"I knew that evening that Jesus was person- 
ally with us. I could not help thinking of the 
raising of Jairus' daughter. It seemed almost 
the same thing over again. This Httle girl be- 
lieved in prayer. Her petition had not been sent 
in, but was offered by her bedside, and will be 
offered again to-night." 

In the face of such a happening, and its wide 
publicity, it is a sad fact to record that there are 
many Bishops and priests who neither practise 
anointing, nor use special prayers for bodily 
healing; and who, by virtue of the silence of the 
Church on the subject, the omission of the ques- 
tion during the course of their training, and the 
lack of suitable prayers, are not exercising any 
vital functions in this field. One of the very 
foundation stones in the Christian life — faith in 
prayer — seems to be missing, and one of the 
greatest blessings which Our Lord intended 
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should be thus conferred upon man^ remains un- 
bestowed.* 

MODERN MOVEMENTS 

While the Church in conference and conven- 
tion assembled has erred greatly, both in England 
and America, in the neglect of the gift of heal- 
ing, and in her failure to issue suitable prayers 
for the sick, there is by no means any need of an 
exodus to Christian Science, or New Thought, or 
any of the new '^health" religions. The gift has 
remained in the Church, and there have been in 
all times a few faithful ones who have kept it 
alive, and witnessed to its great power. 

The movement, at the present time, within 
the Church of England, is very strong, as exem- 
plified in the marvellous healing manifestations 
of Mr. J. M. Hickson, a loyal Churchman; and 
the public utterances and practices of the Bishop 
of London. Mr. Hickson is the founder of a 
large and growing organization, known as the 
Society of Emmanuel, "formed to develop the 



♦ The writer has purposely omitted the presentation 
of any compilation of records of spiritual healing In this 
generation, although there are many cases In hand, at- 
tested by persons now living and vouched for by physi- 
cians, by whom patients were pronounced hopeless. Some 
of them will be presented later, in the account of the 
growth of the work In England and America. It is not 
his purpose In this paper to attract attention by the 
recounting of "wonders," but to inspire faith and a 
thoughtful consideration of the subject by an appeal to 
the mind and conscience of the Christian reader. 
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Divine gift of Healing left to His Church by the 
liaster, especially the gifts of healing by prayer 
and the laying-on of hands." This Society has 
no connection whatsoever with what is known as 
the Emmanuel Movement, in Boston. The simi- 
larity of name is mere coincidence. Mr. Hick- 
son practises healing by the laying-on of hands * 
as one who has received the "gift of healing." 
"To another, the gifts of healing by the same 
spirit" (I. Cor. xii. 9). 

In the American Church the movement re- 
ceived a serious official set back in the loss of 
the resolution, in the General Convention in 
1910, to appoint a committee to prepare an office 
for the unction of the sick. (See Chapter VI.) 
It should be remembered, however, that the reso- 
lution passed the House of Bishops, and was lost 
only by the negative vote of the laity in the 
House of Deputies, the clerical vote being for it. 
This clearly demonstrates the attitude of the 
clergy represented at the Convention. Many of 
our priests, irrespective of the absence of official 
utterance, bestow the blessing conferred in the 
anointing, and make frequent use of special 
prayers for healing bodily sickness. 

THE SOCIETY OP THE NAZABENE 

In spite of this, the vast majority of our 
Church people are not in touch with this great 

* The writer has in preparation a book on Mr. Hick- 
son's work. 
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power. In some parishes the fault is due en- 
tirely to the minister; in other places the people 
refuse to respond on account of defective doc- 
trinal training, and the absence of early teach- 
ing. Because of this general lack of faith, the 
ignorance and prejudice respecting the subject, 
and the growth of fascinating forms of healing, 
the Society of the !N'azarene was organized in 
1910, by a company of believers within the 
Church. It is founded on the belief in Our 
Lord's continued interest in the health of the 
body, as well as the salvation of the soul, and for 
the purpose of bringing about a restoration of 
the gift of healing, universally practised in the 
early Church. It aims to deepen the spiritual 
life, and impart strength to body and soul by 
prayer and intercession. 

The Society has grown steadily, and now has 
members in many states. While it rests upon 
the foundation of the simple faith in Christy as 
experienced by the apostles and early Christians, 
it recognizes the modem development of science 
in every department which affects human life 
and thought, and welcomes every disclosure as 
elements of strength and corroboration. Certain 
forms of suggestion and mental science may be 
used, but they are not relied upon solely. The 
work is primarily that of "Spiritual Healing," 
as performed by the first Christians through the 
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use of the sacred name, ''Jesus Ohrist of Naza- 
reth/' 

Although membership involves the keeping of 
a simple rule, there is no multiplication of Chris- 
tian obligations; although the Society has one 
great object, members are not called upon to em- 
phasize merely one part of the teaching of the 
Church. Nothing more than that which is re- 
quired of a true Christian for the health of the 
body and soul is required in the rule; and ihe 
call is not to emphasize, hut to utilize, the blessed 
gift which was bestowed upon the early Church, 
and to assist in its restoration among all those 
who call themselves Christians. 

WEAKNESS OF THE MODEBN CHURCHMAN 

It is certain that the loss of the office and 
prayers for healing has not only weakened our 
own Christian lives, but served to lower us in 
the eyes of those outside the Church, who note 
how far we have fallen from the teaching of the 
early Church in real fundamentals. Nothing has 
changed in man to warrant a cessation of prayers 
for healing. Christians have a right to expect 
that a Church which calls itself Catholic, pos- 
sesses, and can provide, such healing of body as 
was clearly practised in the early Church for sev- 
eral centuries. The Christian believer has a 
right to call for it, the Bishop or priest is in 
duty bound to respond and exercise that gift If 
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he does not know how, he convicts himself of 
lacking not only the gift, but the faith sufficient 
to appropriate it, and execute it. He cannot 
say: "What I have give I unto you." He is 
lacking in his stewardship. 

When the uneducated classes of England were 
calling for the Gospel of Christ and the living 
word, the Church of England failed to respond. 
John Wesley and Whitfield went out to preach, 
and the Methodists were born. It required a 
William Booth and a band of converted singers 
to introduce Christ to the slums of London; and, 
even here in America, the same consecrated work 
is being done in sections where our churches have 
failed to penetrate. (1) Simple Christian preach- 
ing, (2) dwelling among liie poor, and (3) in- 
sistence upon conversion— all common rudimenta 
of Christianity — ^were the only means used to ef- 
fect the marvellous transformations of char- 
acter which have made the Salvation Army 
world famous. They are nothing more than the 
early Church demanded, but which many in the 
n\odem Church have forgotten. 

Must it now require a still larger growth of 
the Christian Science and New Thought bodies, 
before the Church will be awakened to a realiza- 
tion of her lethargy with regard to one of her 
most important duties? Men and women are re- 
maining outside of the Church to-day, others are 
leaving the Church, not because she is not Cath- 
olic in heritage, but because of her failure to pre- 
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serve and use a gift bestowed upon her — ^the 
Catholic Church — as a permanent possession. 

If people call upon her for healing and she 
fails to respond, what excuse can she offer? 

The Society of the Nazarene seeks to awaken 
Christians to their priceless heritage in all its 
fulness. 



CHAPTER IV 

Suitable Prayers for the Sick 

It is manifestly fitting that> after such de- 
cided criticism of our present prayers and 
Prayer Book Office, something should be offered 
which would not only take the place, but provide 
that vehicle for the expression of our petitions, 
so longed for, yet so inadequate at present. No 
true Christian wiU puU down without gathering 
new material to build up, and that is the purpose 
of this chapter. In fact, construction is the 
whole purpose of this little book; and if that 
thought has not been realized by this time, the 
reader has failed to appreciate the writer's aim 
and hope. A small collection of suitable prayers 
for the sick is therefore presented. I lay stress 
upon the word small, for, in many books of pri- 
vate devotion, and priest's books of services, there 
are many prayers for the sick, quite as faulty 
in their theology as those in the Prayer Book. 
Quite a large number are arranged for various 
maladies. This seems to confuse, more than to 
help. Only one idea is really necessary, and that 
should comprise a simple petition to our Lord 
for health of body and soul, not offered as a 
frightened, anxious appeal, but presented as a 
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prayer from a heart and mind filled with faith. 
A devout Christian who lives close to God and 
who possesses this faith, need never he at a loss 
for appropriate words with which to frame his 
prayer according to the needs of the occasion. 
In cases of illness and sorrow, at private min- 
istrations, the formal prayer frequently hears 
with it a perfunctoriness, a coldness, which gives 
little inspiration, or hears scant consolation. It 
is not unlikely that the clergyman himself thus 
feels no impulse to exercise his faith which he 
would if he made a call on that faith hy a few 
earnest words, adapted to the particular needs 
and conditions before him. 

If prayer for the sick is to be of any value 
at all, it must rest upon a firm and unfaltering 
faith. Otherwise it is useless. The element of 
faith is fundamental, both in the minister and 
the patient. Many a faith has been weakened 
by evidences of feebleness of faith, or lack of 
faith, on the part of a minister. Not a few peo- 
ple who have left our Church to go into 
"Science" will testify to this. On the other 
hand, many a tottering, weak faith on the part 
of a patient has been strengthened and made 
operative by the vigorous, unquestioning faith of 
a man of God — a faith so real and so evident 
that it inspired and stimulated all those with 
whom he came in contact. 

Thus, prayers for the sick, and by the sick 
for themselves, are of little avail without a deep 



46 THE REVIVAL OF 

element of faith. For that reason I present a 
very strong prayer "For Faith" to be used by all, 
both ministers and patients, and those who assist 
in prayers and intercessions. This must form the 
beginning and basis of all our activities in this 
work, for it is the only means whereby we are 
linked with the source of Divine Power for 
which we appeal. 

Even with Our Lord, faith on the part of the 
patient was necessary. "Thy faith hath saved 
thee," was the word to many whom He healed. 
Faith was also necessary on the part of those 
who prayed for others. In the case of children. 
Our Lord made it plain that it was the faith of 
mothers and fathers that brought about recovery 
of little ones. To the Canaanitish woman He 
said, "O woman, great is thy faith. Be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt." To others the message 
was the same. 

The value of all that is said here cannot be 
overestimated; for, in addition to this affirmative 
evidence, we possess very strong negative evi- 
dence also, which emphasizes the value of faith 
wonderfully. A very vital aspect of Our Lord's 
work is revealed in the fact that, with all His 
Divine Power, He did not operate where there 
was a lack of faith. "He did not many mighly 
works there because of their unbelief." 

The prayer for faith should have a perma- 
nent place in the daily devotions of believers, for 
it is in proportion to the measure of their faith 
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that they are enabled to offer effectual prayer and 
intercessions. I attach great importance also 
to the devout preparation of the priest or other 
ministers, before visitation of the sick. 

Another essential element in prayer for the 
sick, second in importance only to faith, is the 
complete relief of the mind of the sufferer from 
all burden of sin. Among the healing sects and 
Christian Scientists, this is one of the first steps 
taken by healers and practitioners. Where sick- 
ness has followed as the result of a particular 
sin, the root of the trouble is, of course, reached 
at once. And even where sickness is in no way 
the result of any sin on the part of the sufferer, 
other individual secret sins, which force them- 
selves to the foreground in a period of confine- 
ment, frequently become such a burden on the 
mind, that they form an obstacle to recovery. 
Those who submit to Christian Science treat- 
ment do not hesitate to disclose their faults, and 
even evil thoughts, very freely; and I believe 
this frank confession to a trusted, sympathetic 
person to be one of the main secrets of many 
cures. The therapeutic value of a quiet, peace- 
ful mind, relieved of burdens, is too thoroughly 
established, scientifically, to need any further ex- 
position here, although many interesting facts 
could be cited. 

If confession to a lay person would produce 
good results, how much better results would be 
attained by the confession to a man of God, em- 
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powered with authority to pronounce absolution, 
and to assure the person of God's complete par- 
doning power. But the man of God must be 
sympathetic, and bear the relation to the patient 
of an affectionate, spiritual father. I do not 
know of a single instance where the confession 
of a patient has proved in the least degree harm- 
ful On the contrary, in the vast majority of 
cases, it has proved to be very beneficial, physic- 
ally and mentally, recovery seeming to start from 
this point. The prejudice that has arisen in the 
Church against sacramental confession, while one 
is in good health, and the lethargy of so many 
Churchmen on the subject, is pitiful, when we 
consider the question from a point of view of 
therapeutics. Laymen and women healers use 
this element of confession of sin and evil with 
splendid results, while the Church, in many 
places, permits this sacred gift to lie dormant^ 
the gift committed to her by Her Lord — and fails 
to exercise the great power of the keys. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 

The following prayers are used by the Society 
of the Nazarene: 

FOR FATTH 

Ant I have not found so great faith; no, 
not in Israel. 

V. Lord, I believe. 

R. Help Thou mine unbelief. 

Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus, who saidst unto those who im- 
plored thine aid and whose hope was stayed on 
Thee alone: '^According to thy faith, so be it 
unto thee"; grant us grace to place our trust so 
fully in Thee that we, likewise, may experience 
the fruition of Thy blessed assurance. Strengthen 
Thou our faith; fortify it where it is weak, so 
that it may be perfected and worthy of Thee, O 
Saviour, who ever liveth to make intercession 
for us with the Father, world without end. Amen, 

FOR THE SAORED NAME 

O God, who hast made that most glorious 
Name of Thy Son Jesus Christ of Nazareth, in- 
effably sweet and full of deepest love unto Thy 



50 THE REVIVAL OF 

faithful ones, and victorious in overcoming all 
the power of evil; mercifully grant that all who 
devoutly venerate this Name upon earth, may 
reap the sweetness of Thy holy consolation in 
this life, and in the world to come, endless bliss 
in Heaven; through the same Jesus Christy Our 
Lord. Amen, 

FOR HEALING 

Ant. Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed ; 
save me, and I shall be saved. 

V. The right hand of the Lord hath the pre- 
eminence. 

R. The right hand of the Lord bringeth 
mighty things to pass. 

Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus, who in Thy love for souls didst 
minister to the bodily infirmities of man, grant, 
we beseech Thee, that by the power of Thy Sac- 
red Name Jesus Christ of Nazareth (this Thy 
servant . . . who turns) or (all those who 
turn) to Thee in true faith, may experience the 
effect of Thy healing presence both in soul and 
body, and be numbered among Thy faithful 
servants, who livest and reignest with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 
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FOR ONE OP UNSOUND MIND^ OB SUBJECT TO 

CONVULSIONS 

{When used hp the Priest, or Healer j this prayer 
should he accompanied "by the laying-on of hands.) 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who in Thy deep pity 
didst put to flight the powers of evil and dark- 
ness, and didst restore to soundness and peace 
of mind those who were sore distressed, we be- 
seech Thee, of Thine infinite compassion, to have 
mercy upon this Thy servant for whom we im- 
plore Thine aid. By the power of Thy sacred 
name, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, and the sign 
(+) o£ Thy cross, may all elements of evil be 
excluded; and by the brightness of Thy Living 
Presence, may he be loosed from his affliction, 
and enabled to give thanks unto Thee and show 
forth Thy glory; who livest and reignest with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, God, world without 
end. Amen. 

PRAYERS FOR THE PRIEST 

(Prayer of the Priest or Minister before visiting the 
sick. ) 

O Lord and Saviour, who when upon earth 
didst go about doing good, and wiliest that we 
should rejoice with them that rejoice and weep 
with them that weep, I, Thy unworthy minister, 
am now about to visit Thy sick servant in order 
to comfort him in his sickness and pain. Begard 
not, O Merciful Lord, my sins, but the office 
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which I fulfil; and impart to me abimdantly of 
Thy grace, that through my word he may be con- 
firmed in faith, hox)e and charity; and be brought 
back to Thy service; for Thine own Merit's sake. 
Amen. 

AFTER VISITATION OP THE SIOK 

O Merciful Lord, the giver of all good things, 
vouchsafe that Thy servants whom I have now 
left, may not be forsaken by Thee, but may be 
refreshed with that inward comfort which passeth 
all the consolations of this world. Forgive me 
whereinsoever I may have erred through weak- 
ness, and graciously give effect 1>o the good I have 
attempted in Thy Name. Mercifully grant that 
those to whom I have ministered may be con- 
verted and live; and whether life or death be ap- 
pointed for them, they may in all things receive 
Thy will with joy; through Jesus Christ Our 
Lord. Amen, 



FOR THE PHYSICIAN 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Physician, 
mercifully look upon the endeavors of Thy ser- 
vant; impart to him a sacred sense of his min- 
istry, and so guide his thoughts and deeds that 
all may be done to the glory of Thy Name and 
the relief of Thy servant; who, with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, livest and reignest ever, one 
God, world without end. Amen. 
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FOB ONE IMPENITENT^ WHEN IN 
DANGER OF DEATH 

O Merciful God, our only help in time of 
need, hear us, we beseech Thee, for Thy unhappy 
servant. Give him a true sense of all his sins, 
and awaken him to sincere repentance, that they 
may be done away by Thy mercy, and his pardon 
sealed before he go hence, and be no more seen. 
Grant that with a firm faith he may lay hold of 
Thy promises in Christ Jesus to all that repent 
and believe. Let not his sins obstruct Thy 
mercy. Suffer him not to be unmindful of this 
visitation, nor to die estranged from Thee. O 
blessed Jesus, by Thy cross and passion under- 
take for him, as Thou didst the penitent thief, 
even at the last hour, and deliver him from the 
bitter pains of eternal death, and separation from 
Thee. Amen, 



PRAYERS FOR THANKSGIVING 

For prayers for thanksgiving after recovery, 
the members of the Society use extempore pray- 
ers, the prayer for the "Sacred Name" and 
Psalms ciii. and cxvi. together with the Lord's 
Prayer. 



< 
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ENGLISH PRAYERS 

The following prayers are among those used 
by the Healer Prayer Circle Union, an organiza- 
tion of London, comprised largely of members 
of the Church of England, and directed by Mr. 
J. M. Hickson, a devout layman, of whom men- 
tion has previously been made. 

A GENERAL PRATER 

Almighty and most merciful God, in whom 
we live and move and have our being; Lord of 
all life, gracious and almighty; hear our thanks- 
givings for all that Thou hast given to us in 
body and soul; for sins forgiven, for weakness 
strengthened, for new life bestowed; and espe- 
cially for the healing gift bestowed upon the 
Church of Thy Incarnate Son, Jesus. Grant 
that we may receive the same in lowly reverence 
and patient faith to the honor and glory of Thy 
Name. Amen. 

FOR THE HEALERS 

O Lord, the Healer of all diseases, who didst 
charge Thy Church to carry on Thy saving work, 
not by the preaching of the Gospel alone, but also 
by the healing of the sick; bless all whom Thou 
hast called to be fellow labourers with Thee in 
this ministry; give unto them health of body and 
soul; grant that they may exercise their min- 
istry in entire dependence upon Thee, under Thy 
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sanction and for Thy glory; Who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end. Amen, 

(Or this) 

O God, who hast granted the Gift of Healing 
to Thy servants, look graciously on them and pre- 
serve in them this power for Thy glory; and 
grant that those committed to their care may be 
delivered from all pains, troubles and disease, 
both of body and mind, and from all the snares, 
temptations and assaults of the powers of dark- 
ness, through our Lord Jesus Christ Thy Son, 
who with Thee and the Holy Ghost liveth and 
reigneth ever one God, world without end. Amen, 

FOR THE SIOE 

Eemember, O Lord, the sick of Thy people; 
visit them in Thy mercy and loving kindness, 
and heal them. Avert from them all sickness 
and infirmity, and drive away the spirit of weak- 
ness. Eaise up those who are lying in long sick- 
ness; and heal all who are troubled in mind or 
spirit. To every Christian soul that is in trouble 
grant healing and light and peace. Amen, 



Headers who desire to pursue the subject 
further are referred to a new and very helpful 
little book, recently issued, "Prayers for Heal- 
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ing/' published by H. B. Allenson^ London. It 
is valuable in that it contains a number of hope- 
ful prayers drawn from all sources within the 
Church, during the periods when faith in our 
Lord's power to heal was strong. 



CHAPTER V 
Office of Anointing 

I append also an office of anointing, drawn 
from various sources and adapted to modem 
thought and phraseology. It is so arranged that 
it may be shortened at the discretion of the min- 
ister. In this, as in other services with the sick, 
the priest should always be guided by the phy- 
sical condition and mental state of the patient. 
The full service, very beautiful and refreshing 
to some, would be of little value and possibly 
harmful to others. 

It must also be borne in mind that the anoint- 
ing should not be used in all cases of illness, nor 
is it indispensable, even in some cases of serious 
illness. To use this office where a sick person 
did not earnestly believe in it and desire it, would 
be useless. And in such cases it would be wrong ; 
for it would produce no results, and would thus 
bring discredit upon the office. Far more is re- 
quired than the faith of the priest in the act. 
It must be remembered that the sacred oil pos- 
sesses no magical properties. By virtue of the 
blessing of the Bishop, there is bestowed upon it, 
however, a Divine power which is imparted to 
those who receive it in true faith. 

The office has been in disuse so long, that it 
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will require a considerable period of education 
to restore it to its proper place in the Church, 
and to its rightful place in the minds of the 
people, so that they will approach it naturally, 
as one of the regularly appointed means of grace 
and help. This must be tiie task of the faithful, 
and it is a task which will require patience. It 
is often much easier to institute a new work than 
to revive an old one, for the reason that, in ad- 
dition to the direct education on the subject, 
much real prejudice and discouragement are to 
be overcome. 

Meanwhile other simpler forms of healing 
may be used, such as earnest prayer and the 
laying-on of hands. Even in our Lord's time and 
since, many cures have been wrought in this man- 
ner. Our Lord operated in various ways best 
suited to the minds and spiritual state of the 
people, and this must be the mode of every min- 
ister and visitor. In our task in restoring the 
gift, as well as in our ministry to the sick, pa- 
tience and common sense are as vitally necessary 
as faith. 

There should be some provision for confes- 
sion of sins and the rite of absolution prior to 
the anointing office, whenever possible. This is 
necessary as a preparation to the anointing. The 
thought is definitely included in the St. James 
passage: "And if he have committed sins they 
shall be forgiven him." Where the sick person 
has committed deadly sins, the act of confession 
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will undoubtedly contribute very largely toward 
his recovery. "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee," 
may, in certain cases, prove to be more impor- 
tant and comforting words than: "Take up thy 
bed and walk." Where a person has not com- 
mitted any deadly sin, a short form of general 
confession should be made, and absolution pro- 
nounced. 

The Eev. F. W. Puller, M.A., has treated 
this subject very fuUy in his admirable book, 
The Anointing of the 8ick, published by the 
S. P. C. K. His conclusion is that the direct 
purpose of anointing is to restore, in a super- 
natural way, physical health, and that the act of 
anointing does not include a remission of sins. 
For this reason he also advises a short form of 
confession. He, too, is most emphatic on the 
necessity of faith in both minister and patient. 
Those who desire to study further the character 
of the office, and its history in our Church, are 
referred to his book. 



AN OFFICE FOR THE ANOlf4TING OF 

THE SICK 

(To he used hy a Priest or Bishop) 

Note. — Upon entering the room the Priest is to kneel 
at a small table at the bedside of the patient, and make 
a short silent preparation. It is advisable that one or 
two devout persons be present to take part in the devo- 
tions, and make the responses. He shall begin the office 
with the following psalm: 

Ant O Saviour of the world, who by Thy 
cross and precious blood hast redeemed us, save 
us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord. 

PSALM xiii. Usquequo, Dominef 

How long wilt thou forget me, O Lord; for 
ever : how long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? 

2 How long shall I seek counsel in my soul, 
and be so vexed in my heart : how long shall 
mine enemies triumph over me? 

3 Consider, and hear me, O Lord my God : 
lighten mine eyes, that I sleep not in death; 

4 Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed 
against him : for if I be cast down, they that 
trouble me will rejoice at it. 

5 But my trust is in thy mercy : and my 
heart is joyful in thy salvation. 
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6 I will sing of the Lord, because he hath 
dealt so lovingly with me : yea, I will praise the 
Name of the Lord most highest. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghost; 

Answer. As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

(Then shall the MinUter read the Lesson, as folloto- 
eth.) 

THE LESSON. ST. JAMES V. 14 

Is any among you sick ? Let him call for the 
elders of the church ; and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord ; 
and the prayer of faith shall save him that is 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he 
have committed sina, they shall be forgiven him. 
Confess therefore your sins one to another, and 
pray one for another, that ye may be healed. 
The supplication of a righteous man availeth 
much in its working. 

Hear what Our Lord saith in the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. John: "Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, he that believeth on me, the works that I 
do shall he do also; and greater works than these 
shall he do, because I go unto my Father. And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I 
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
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If ye shall ask anything in my name, I will do 
it" St John, xiv, 12. 

Hear also what our Lord saith: ''Again I say 
unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, there am I in the midst of them." St. 
Matthew xvii. 19. 

THE CONFESSION 

(// the sick person has not previously made a con- 
fession, the following shall he said ty the Priest, to 
which the sick person shaHl give assent.) 

Priest : Let us confess our sins unto Almighty 
God. 

I confess to God Almighty, to the whole com- 
pany of Heaven and to thee, my spiritual father, 
that I have sinned exceedingly, in thought, word, 
and deed, by my fault, by my own fault, by my 
own most grievous fault. Wherefore, I pray God 
Almighty to have mercy upon me, and thee, 
father, to pray for me to the Lord Our God. 
Amen. 

{The Priest, standing, shall then pronounce the ab- 
solution as follows:) 

God Almighty have mercy upon you, forgive 
you your sins, and bring you to everlasting life. 

Response : Amen. 
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Then shall the minister say: 

The Lord be with you. 
Response: And with thy spirit. 
Minister: Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

(Then all present shall join in saying the Lord's 
Prayer,) 

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be 
thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth. As it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres- 
passes. As we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation; But de- 
liver us from evil. Amen. 

(Then sliall he said the Prayer of Faith.) 

O Lord Jesus, who saidst unto those who im- 
plored Thine aid and whose hope was stayed on 
Thee alone : "according to thy faith so be it unto 
thee"; grant us grace to place our trust so fully 
in Thee, that we, likewise, may experience the 
fruition of Thy blessed assurance. Strengthen 
Thou our faith; fortify it where it is weak, so 
that it may be perfected and worthy of Thee, O 
Saviour, who ever liveth to make intercession 
for us, with the Father, world without end. 
Amen. 
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(Then may he said the Prayer for Healing.) 

O Blessed Jesus^ who by Thy holy apostle St. 
James hast said: ''Is any si(^ among you? let 
him call for the presbyters of the Church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing him with oil 
in the name of the Lord : and the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up"; Heal, we beseech Thee, O our Bedeemer, 
the weakness of this sick person; cure his wounds, 
forgive his sins, and cast out from him all pain 
of mind and body; that, being made whole by 
Thy gracious aid, he may return to his daily 
course of life, and be brought again to give 
thanks to Thee in Thy holy temple, who livest 
and reignest ever one Gkni, world without end. 
Amen. 

THE ANOINTING 

(The Priest shall anoint the sick person on the fore- 
head, making the sign of the cross at the place desig- 
nated. Should it he impossible to anoint the forehead, 
the hre(Mt may he chosen. At the conclusion of the 
prater he should wipe off the oil with a email piece of 
cotton, or similar m>aterial. He will cleanse his fingers 
likewise. The cotton is to he carried away hy him, and 
humed. He should have a small violet silk hag in which 
to carry the oil, and the cotton m^y he placed in this.) 

Ant. Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed ; 
save me, and I shall be saved. 

V. The right hand of the Lord hath the pre- 
eminence. 

R. The right hand of the Lord bringeth 
mighty things to pass. 
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Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus^ who in Thy love for souls didst 
minister to the bodily infirmities of man, and 
didst bestow upon Thy disciples the gift of heal- 
ing, grant, we beseech Thee, by the power of Thy 
sacred name, Jesus Christ of Nazareth, that this 
Thy servant, whom we anoint (+) by virtue of 
our faith in Thee, and who turns to Thee in true 
faith, may experience the effect of Thy healing 
presence both in soul and body, and be numbered 
among Thy faithful servants, who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 

(Then all present aJiall say the Lord's Prayer.) 
Our Father: — 

(One or both of the following prayers shall then be 
said:) 

The Almighty Lord, who is a most strong 
tower to all them that put their trust in Him, 
to whom all things in heaven, in earth, and un- 
der the earth do bow and obey, be now and ever- 
more thy defence; and make thee know and feel 
that there is none other Name under heaven given 
to man, through whom thou mayest receive help 
and salvation, but only in the Name of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Be present, O Merciful God; that what has 
been done by our office and service may be con- 
firmed by Thy benediction; through Jesus Christ 
Our Lord. Amen. 
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THE BENEDICTION 

(The benediction shall then he pronounced, the Priest 
standing. ) 

God the Father, God the Son, and Qod the 
Holy Ghost, bless, preserve and keep you, now 
and forever more. Amen. 

The service may conclude here or, at the dis- 
cretion of the priest. Psalms xx. and xxiii. may 
be said. 



THANKSGIVINO FOR RECOVERY 

(It is urged that either Psalm cwvi. or Psaim ciii. or 
both, be used as introductory to any prayers for tJuinkS' 
giving, and to be accompanied by the Lord's Prayer, 
This devotion should alwa/ys be concluded with the 
prayer for the Sacred Name, for which see above.) 

O Most Gracious Gk)d, who hast in Thy great 
mercy raised me up from the gates of death, and 
prolonged my days ui)on earth ; grant that I may 
devote the life which Thou hast spared, wholly 
to Thy service; let me never forget Thy. loving 
mercies; grant me grace to keep all the resolu- 
tions I have made unto Thee; that so I may live 
as a faithful soldier of the Cross and follower of 
Thee, until I receive the everlasting Crown, 
which Thou hast promised to all who love and 
serve Thee, for Thy dear Son's sake, Jesus Christ 

Our Lord. Amen, 

(Or this) 

O Holy Lord, Almighty Father, Everlasting 
God, who givest increase to Thy creatures and 
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continuest holiness by the pouring of Thy heav- 
enly benediction on the bodies of the sick; assist 
us mercifully when we call upon Thy name^ and 
uplift with Thy right hand this Thy servant who 
has been restored from sickness, and has received 
the gift of health. Confirm and strengthen him 
in all goodness; defend him from all dangers of 
the enemy, restore him to Thy Church and Thy 
holy altars, and visit him with all prosperity ac- 
cording to our prayers; through Jesus Christ Our 
Lord. Amen, 

BEFORE THE OFFIC?E OF ANOINTING 

{Thi8 prayer should he said "before lea>ving Jor the 
visitation. Where convenient, it should te said in the 
church.) 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who hast the keys of 
life and death, look down with favor upon Thy 
servant who hath called for me, an unworthy 
elder of Thy Church, that, in obedience to Thy 
command, I should pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in Thy name. Grant therefore, O Lord, 
that the prayer of faith may save him. Do Thou 
raise him up; and whatever sins he may have 
committed let them be forgiven him, that whether 
in health or sickness, in life or death, he may 
praise and love Thee forever. Lord, I believe, 
help Thou mine unbelief; and to Thy Name be 
the praise now and forever. Amen. 



76 THE REVIVAL OF 

tion of the Sick is a true 'Sacrament' in our 
Anglican use of that word. 

"Your Committee would therefore respect- 
fully recommend the passage of the following 
resolution : 

^^Resolved, That a Committee, to consist of 
two Bishops, two Presbyters, and two Laymen, 
be appointed to prepare and report an Office for 
the Unction of the Sick, on the lines of the Scrip- 
tural and Catholic usage, avoiding any appear- 
ance of a Sacramental Rite immediately preced- 
ing death." 



CONCLUSION 

As has been previously recorded, this resolu- 
tion was lost by the adverse vote of the laity 
only. While the system of voting by orders has 
its advantages in protecting the Church against 
hasty or ill-advised legislation, it has also ser- 
ious penalties, in that it may be used by a min- 
ority in blocking actual progress desired by a 
very large numerical majority. The House of 
Bishops passed the resolution and it was accept- 
able to the majority of the clergy in the House 
of Deputies. In spite of this, the above measure, 
bearing upon the spiritual ministrations of the 
clergy, and framed with a view toward making 
that most needful ministry official, was lost 
merely because the lay order had a small majority 
against it. 

The failure of the Church, however, to restore, 
officially, one of the most inalienable possessions 
of Christians, does not preclude the clergy from 
exercising that gift to its fullest extent. The 
Lambeth Conference in deciding against its 
restoration in England was careful to add that 
it "did not wish to forbid any recourse to the 
practice," which it was informed had been "car- 
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ried out by many persons within and without 
our Communion." 

The same condition, precisely, exists in the 
American Church. There are Bishops and 
priests who have been moved even to greater zeal 
upon the subject^ since the resolution was lost. 
In various parts of the country they are exercis- 
ing this sacred ministry for the strengthening 
and healing of the faithful, and it is with the 
earnest prayer that their numbers may be in- 
creased, that these pages are written. 

"For we cannot but speak the things which 
we have seen and heard." 
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